
Senior Comprehensives: Issue Action Presentation Rubric Name:    
 

Prompt: Propose an action plan that effectively addresses the issue. 
Content (10%) 5 4 3 2 1 
Thesis Strong thesis: clear, 

specific, debatable 
Relatively strong thesis Predictable but adequate 

thesis 
Confusing thesis or a 
restatement of prompt 

No thesis 

Ideas Creative and interesting Interesting and accurate Accurate Clear, but somewhat 
inaccurate 

Unclear, erroneous 

Source Integration All ideas skillfully supported 
by professional sources 

Most ideas skillfully 
supported by professional 
sources 

Some ideas skillfully 
supported by professional 
sources 

Ideas poorly supported; 
unprofessional sources 

Ideas unsupported; 
sources lacking 

Content: Prompt (40%) 5 4 3 2 1 
Clear description of the issue Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 
Theological analysis of issue 
through broad theological 
themes 

Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Social studies analysis of issue 
from multiple angles, such as 
historical, cultural/social, 
economic and political 

Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Social studies analysis of past 
and current responses to issue 
from multiple angles, such as 
historical, cultural/social, 
economic and political 

Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Action plan: goal statement Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Action plan: theological 
justification of goal statement 
through broad theological 
themes 

Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Action plan: realistic steps at 
multiple levels (e.g., personal, 
local, regional, corporate, 
national, etc.) 

Exceptional Effective Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Poor 

Organization (10%) 5 4 3 2 1 
Sequence Superior logic and 

integration 
Logical order Thoughtful and basic Confusing Illogical 

Transitions Thoughtful, smooth Clear Recognizable Forced or unhelpful Lacking 
Introduction and closure Excellent opening and 

closing to the speech 
Clear opening and closing to 
the speech 

Good opening and closing to 
the speech 

Poor opening and closing to 
the speech, and/ but not both 

No opening and closing to 
the speech 

Skills (30%) 5 4 3 2 1 
Visual aid: Appearance Creative, interesting, and 

neat 
Interesting and neat Neat Messy Lacking 

Visual aid: Integration Seamless integration Thorough integration Adequate integration Minimal integration No integration 
Verbal: Volume Appropriate volume all of 

the time 
Appropriate volume almost 
all of the time 

Appropriate volume most of 
the time 

Appropriate volume some of 
the time 

Appropriate volume rarely 
evident 

Verbal: Speed Appropriate speed all of 
the time 

Appropriate speed almost all 
of the time 

Appropriate speed most of 
the time 

Appropriate speed some of 
the time 

Appropriate speed rarely 
evident 

Verbal: Expression Clear smooth expression 
all of the time 

Clear smooth expression 
almost all of the time 

Clear smooth expression 
most of the time 

Clear smooth expression some 
of the time 

Clear smooth expression 
rarely evident 

Verbal: Grammar No or self-corrected 
grammar or usage errors 

Few or minor grammar or 
usage errors 

Some or awkward grammar 
or usage errors 

Several or distracting grammar 
or usage errors 

Frequent or major grammar 
or usage errors 

Non-verbal: Body language 
(movement, facial expression, 
posture) 

Speaker’s body language is 
confident and intentional; 
actively engages audience 
in the presentation. 

Speaker’s body language is 
comfortable and engages 
audience in the 
presentation. 

Speaker’s body language 
lacks purpose, might 
occasionally have distracting 
mannerisms. 

Speaker’s body language is 
timid and uncomfortable; has 
distracting mannerisms. 

Speaker body language 
communicates disconnect 
from audience; has very 
distracting mannerisms. 

Non-verbal: Gestures Speaker skillfully uses 
purposeful gestures to 
emphasize points, 
enhance descriptions and 
highlight actions. 

Speaker uses purposeful 
gestures to emphasize points, 
enhance descriptions and 
highlight actions. 

Speaker lacks purposeful 
gestures, but gestures are 
not distracting. 
 

Speaker lacks gestures. Speaker’s hand 
movements are fidgety, 
unpurposeful and 
distracting. 

Non-verbal: Eye-contact Speaker uses consistent 
eye contact to engage the 
audience; scans audience 
frequently and connects to 
individuals in the audience. 

Speaker scans audience, but 
frequently looks at notes 
while  speaking. 

Speaker makes an effort to 
make eye contact, but reads 
large sections of speech 
w/out looking up; does not 
scan audience consistently. 

Speaker looks down at notes 
for the majority of the 
presentation, occasionally 
glances at audience. 

Speaker does not make 
eye contact; speech 
entirely read without 
looking up. 
 

Response (10%) 5 4 3 2 1 
Mastery Insightful, demonstrates 

ownership 
Helpful and knowledgeable Adequate Weak knowledge Vague and incomplete 

Collaboration with audience Authoritative, respectful 
and enthusiastic 

Respectful and enthusiastic Respectful and appropriate Sometimes disrespectful and 
inappropriate 

Disrespectful and 
inappropriate 

 

   = Content = total points / 3 
   = Content Prompt = ( (total points) / 7) X 4 
   = Organization = total points / 3 
   =   Skills = ( total points / 9) X 3 
   =   Response = total points / 2 
   = Total 
   =   Overall = total/10 

Evaluation (circle 1): 4.5-5.0 Exemplary 3.5-4.4 Exceeds standard 3.0-3.4 Meets standard 2.0-2.9 Some achievement 1.0-1.9 Little achievement 

 

 

 

 


